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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MNUC, ENRG, MARR, GW 

SUBJECT: COMMENT BY OPPOSITION BUNDESTAG LEADER ON 
ERW ISSUE 

1 . A LEADING BUNDESTAG MEMBER WHO IS ONE OF THE TOP 
OPPOSITION EXPERTS ON DEFENSE AND FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES 
HAS TOLD US THE FOLLOWING REGARDING THE OPPOSITION AT- 
TITUDE ON US HANDLING OF THE ERW MATTER: 

- IT IS TRUE THAT THE RECENT WAVE OF SPECULATION RE- 
GARDING THE FATE OF THE ER WEAPON HAS PRODUCED SOME 
SEVERE PROBLEMS FOR SCHMIDT AND HIS GOVERNMENT. IN 
THIS SENSE, THE OPPOSITION WILL BENEFIT. 

- HOWEVER, THERE ARE TWO WAYS IN WHICH THE OPPOSITION 
DOES NOT BENEFIT: 

(A) US HESITATION ABOUT PRODUCTION OF THE ER WEAPON 
GIVES ENCOURAGEMENT TO THOSE POLITICAL ELEMENTS THAT 
ARE AGAINST ALL ARMAMENT; MOST OF THOSE POLITICAL 
ELEMENTS LIKE TO ATTACK THE CDU AS MILITARISTIC. 

(B) PERCEPTIONS OF US UNCERTAINTY RAISE DOUBTS ABOUT 
SECRET 
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THE GENERAL WISDOM OF STRONGLY PRO-AMERICAN POLICIES, 
POLICIES THAT THE CDU HAS ALWAYS ESPOUSED. 

2. THE MEETING WITH THE OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN WAS INTER- 
RUPTED BY A TELEPHONE CALL INFORMING HIM OF THE PRESI- 
DENT’S DECISION TO LEAVE THE PRODUCTION QUESTION OPEN. 
THE SPOKESMAN COMMENTED THAT SUCH A DECISION WAS FAR 
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BETTER THAN A DECISION TO CANCEL PRODUCTION. 
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